Global Climate Change and Public Policy   Fall 2010

                     Urban Studies 265/760.4

Professor Leonard Rodberg

Office: Powdermaker Hall Rm 250A           Email: leonard.rodberg@qc.cuny.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will examine the science, politics, and economics of global climate change and its relation to humankind’s use of energy. Data showing the past and likely future of global warming will be examined, including alternative interpretations and the controversy surrounding these data. The future of energy production and consumption will be studied. Issues related to climate change including population growth, urbanization, transportation, energy consumption and energy alternatives will be discussed. The role of public policy, including urban policy, and of the environmental movement will be examined. Students will examine and report on particular topics raised in the course.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To understand the causes and likely impacts of global climate change

2. To understand how our energy future will be different from our energy present

3. To understand the policy alternatives that can affect climate change and energy use.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Exams. There will be a midterm exam and a final exam. These will be composed of short-answer and essay questions. 

Required Reading. Materials will be placed online in Blackboard. You should check Blackboard before each class and read the assigned readings before the class. PowerPoint presentations will be used liberally in the course; these will be placed in Blackboard (labeled “PPT”) as well; it is best to read them after the class.  
Class Participation. Discussion and participation by all students in these discussions in encouraged. Discussion questions will frequently be distributed ahead of time, and you should come to class prepared to discuss these questions.

Reports. Each student will be asked prepare a 5-10 page research report on some topic related to global climate change. During the last two sessions of the course, students will present their reports orally to the class. This will give you experience in organizing research material and presenting it in both written and oral form. During the course you should give the instructor the topic you will be examining and a brief summary of the issues you will examine. 

Grading.
Class participation, 20%



Midterm Exam, 20%



Final Exam, 30%



Final Project Paper, 30%

Global Climate Change and Public Policy




        CLASS SCHEDULE



        (Additional readings will be added as the semester proceeds)

Sept.    1   Introduction to the Course

 
            Film: Al Gore's “An Inconvenient Truth”  


15  The Physical Basis for Climate Change
                        Assignment #1

                        Reading: The Physical Basis - Summary for Policymakers, IPCC 2007


   The Physical Science of Climate Change, Scientific American 2007

      22   The Impact of Climate Change

                         Readings: “Climate Change 2007: Impacts, Summary for Policymakers”, IPCC

 
      “Impact of Climate Change on the US, CBO

 
      “Confronting Climate Change in New York”, UCS

                        Assignment #2

      29   Mitigation of Climate Change 

                        Reading: “Climate Change 2007 – Mitigation of Climate Change, Summary for Policymakers”, IPCC

  Oct.     6  The Politics and Denial of Global Warming



 Reading: “Scientific Consensus on Climate Change”, Science

    “Global Warming Deniers”, Newsweek




    “Industry Ignored its Scientists”, New York Times
            13  Energy Use, Climate Change, and Peak Oil: Sources and Uses of energy in our 

time and in the future
      20  Energy alternatives:  Wind, solar, biomass, nuclear

                     Assignment #3

            27  Mid-term Exam 
Film: “The Car of the Future”

Nov.
  3  Impact of a Changed Energy Future

Film: “The End of Suburbia”

      10  International Policy on Climate Change: Kyoto Protocol and Beyond


 Readings:  UN Framework Convention on Climate Change - Summaries

 Research Report Topics due

            17  US Policy on Climate Change: Cap-and-trade and carbon taxes


24
NO CLASS

Dec.
  1  Climate and Energy Planning in New York City


  8  Student presentations

            15  Student presentations

